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Ejffects of the Metropolitan Police Act (2 and 3 Vic, cap. 47, sec. 42), 
requiring Public Houses to be closed on the Sabbath Morning. 

[Read be/ore the Slalistical Socicly of London, May \7th, 1811.] 

By the Metropolitan Police Act, passed in 1839 (2 and 3 Vic, cap. 4*7, 
sec. 42), all public houses and places for the sale of spirituous liquors 
within the metropolitan police district were obliged to be closed at 
twelve o'clock on Saturday night, and were not allowed to be re- opened, 
except for travellers, until one o'clock on Sunday afternoon. The effect 
produced by this enactment in diminishing the prevalence of tippling, 
and consequently of drunkenness, on the Sabbath, is shewn by the fol- 
lowing statement to have been very remarkable, and will afford great 
satisfaction to those who desire the Sabbath to be to all, as it was 
intended, a day of rest and edification, instead of a day of unholy 
excitement or brutal excess. 

The Council of the Statistical Society has been favoured by the Com- 
missioners of Police with two statements of the number of persons 
apprehended for Drunkenness within the metropolitan police district 
during the first five months of the year 1840 (four months after the Act 
above referred to had come into operation), and during the con esponding 
period of the two preceding years.* The first table shews the total 
number apprehended, and the second furnishes the number apprehended 
between the hours of twelve on Saturday night and twelve on Sunday 
night. The difference indicates the number apprehended during the six 
week days. From these data the following results are drawn : — 

The total number of drunken persons apprehended on the Sunday 
during the first five months of 1840 was 1,328, and in the first five 
months of 1838-39, taking the average of the two years, 2,301 ; so that 
the total decrease in 1840 was 981 or 42 per cent. 

The diminution is general throughout the whole district, but it varies in 
the different divisions. In six out of the seventeen divisions it does not 
amount to 20 per cent. ; thus in Camberwell it is only 2 per cent., and in 
Stepney 8 per cent. In three it is between 20 and 40 per cent., and in 
the remaining eight divisions it exceeds 40 per cent. The most marked 
decrease is in the divisions situated in the centre of the metropolis. In 
the Holborn division it is 48 per cent., in the Coveut Garden division 
52 per cent., and in the St. James's division T9 per cent. 

That this result is the consequence of the measure of closing the 
public houses in the early part of the Sunday, and not to any general 
increase of temperate habits among the class of persons frequenting 
these houses, is shewn by these tables; for while there were 981 persons 
less apprehended on the Sunday, during the five months of 1840, 276 
more were apprehended on the other days of that year, which increase is 
equal to 3i per cent. The total decrease, therefore, throughout the week 
is thus reduced to 7 per cent. ; the great decrease on the one day being 
nearly counterbalanced by the small increase of six days. There is, 
however, the positive benefit of a decrease- of one-fourteenth throughout 
the week, and of two-fifths on the Sabbath, to which must be added 
this important result; that the great increase during the week-days has 
occurred chiefly in those divisions in which the decrease was least on 
the Sunday, and that there has been but a slight increase, or even a 
diminution, on the week-days, in all those divisions in which the 
* In the subjoined Statement the mean of tlie two years, 1838-39, is exhibited. 
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greatest decrease occurred on the Sunday. This fact proves that the 
increase of temperance on the Sunday has not tended to promote the 
prevalence of drunkenness on the week-days ; and that a favourable 
diflference throughout the wee^' may be remarked in those parts in 
•which the improvement on the Sunday was the greatest. 

Return of the Number of Persons taken into Custody /or Drunkenness by the 
Metropolitan Police, distinguishing those apprehended on the Sabbath, in 
the first Five Months of MM, compared with the same period in 1S38-39. 
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MISCELLANEOUS. 

Table of the Imports of Cattle and Grain into Liverpool from Ireland, in 
the Years 1839 and 1840. 
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